
Burning Bright Workshops at The John Rylands Library

Explore our latest exhibition through a series of workshops planned 
and delivered by University of Manchester postgraduate students.

Human Nature: Blake and Personification 

(KS 2) (2 hours)
Look at the poetry and artwork of William Blake and 
see how he makes moons smile, pebbles sing and 
insects talk. Draw inspiration from his works to 
develop your own creative writing skills. Within this 
workshop, pupils will explore personification and 
write their own poetry.

Dates available: 15th - 19th April 2013

Laughter (KS 3) (2 hours)
A session of poetry analysis and writing, focused on the universal 
and timeless act of laughter. Aimed at KS 3 students this 2 hour 
session will look at poetry by William Blake and the craft of 
constructing a poem, it will also provide a chance for students to 
write their own poetry. 

Dates available: 10th April, 12th April, 30th April, 1st May and 
                   3rd May 2013

“The Old and New Testament are the Great Code of Art” (KS 3) (2 hours)
This session explores the idea of re-telling stories from the Bible through different creative
mediums, taking as its inspiration The John Rylands Library’s newly discovered copy of 
William Blake’s Illustrations to the book of Job. We will consider how Blake responded to 
Biblical text, and move on to explore other ways in which Bible stories can be re-told, such
as film, photography, literary re-tellings, and online. Pupils will then create their own 
response to a story from the bible (the standard session will be around the Good Samaritan
or the Feeding of the 5000 but can be adapted if you are studying a particular text). 

   Dates available: 13th - 17th May 2013

For more information or to book call the education
team on 0161 275 8743 or email 
uml.education@manchester.ac.uk


