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From Jamaica to England – Part 1: 
An invitation

The Roving Reader Files

In a new series of posts, our Roving Reader travels from Jamaica to England, through 
the primary and secondary sources in our library collection.

Here we are back after the break, having seen in another new year. Do any of you feel like 
going away for a holiday after all that exertion? I know I do. Just as well then, that in this 
series I’m inviting everyone on a voyage of imagination and discovery, from sunny Jamaica 
to dear old Blighty.



Now why would I do that? Well, as far as I’m concerned, the Centre is an ideal place to do a bit of 
research, and our journey will be a great excuse for getting stuck into introducing different types of 
published resources you’ll find here.

On the way we’ll find that each type has its own strengths, whether it’s a primary or secondary source, and 
each brings its own special perspective when read in conjunction with others. By taking a look at one or 
two examples in more detail we’ll start to see history spring to life, and we’ll meet Jamaicans who make 
their own unique contributions to the story of what it has meant to swap Jamaica for England.

By the end, I hope we’ll have greater insight into the triumphs and disasters of migration, as well 
as some of what the Centre can offer to shed light on the experience.

So keep your eyes peeled for the next post…


