
 

 

Call for Papers: Past, Present, and Future of the History of Meteorology 

September 15, 2021, 13:00-16:00 UTC Online (Zoom) 

 

2021 marks the 20th anniversary of the International Commission for the History of Meteorology 

(ICHM) within the International Union of History and Philosophy of Science and Technology. In 

celebration, ICHM will be holding an online conference reflecting on our discipline as a whole.  

The ICHM was founded in 2001 at the 21st International Congress of History of Science in Mexico City. 

Since then, it has sponsored large specialty meetings in Polling, Germany in 2004; Beijing, China in 

2005; Rio de Janeiro, Brazil in 2008 and 2017; Waterville, Maine, USA and Budapest, Hungary in 2009; 

Manchester, England in 2013; and Prague, Czech Republic, scheduled for 2021. 

In part thanks to the commission, the history of meteorology has expanded its remit considerably, 

incorporating the work of academics from a wide range of institutional and disciplinary backgrounds. 

Echoing this development, and as reflected in the pages of ICHM’s journal History of Meteorology, the 

topics of the history of meteorology have become ever more diverse, including new turns towards 

colonial and applied meteorology. This anniversary conference provides an occasion to take stock and 

turn our gaze inward. 

We welcome papers exploring past and current trajectories of the history of meteorology, with an 

emphasis on how our discipline can develop in the future. These could include reflections on our 

institutional shaping, pedagogical development, research turns, new initiatives, and interactions with 

the history of science, technology, and medicine as a whole and with the atmospheric humanities, 

broadly defined. As well as being a critical academic conference, this event will also be a celebration 

of ICHM. It will bring our community together, in scholarship and friendship, at a time when a physical 

meeting is difficult, connecting early career scholars with more established researchers in the field 

and ensuring the history of meteorology’s bright future. 

 

Deadline for abstracts (250 words): July 15, 2021 

Format: 15-minute presentation followed by 15-minutes of discussion.  

Registration information for non-presenting participants will be circulated at a later date. 

We welcome pre-recorded contributions if you are unable to attend live due to different time zones, 

and we are also willing to work with you to accommodate for your sleep schedule (e.g. putting your 

paper towards the end of the conference if you are on the US west coast). 

Please send your submissions and any queries to Robert Naylor (conference organiser): 

ICHM.Conference.2021@gmail.com 

 

Separate to the conference, we are also interested in compiling and perhaps circulating personal 

stories from ICHM’s history, whether it involved beer gardens in Polling, samba dancing in Rio, or 

lobster in Maine.  

https://meteohistory.org/
https://journal.meteohistory.org/index.php/hom/index
mailto:robert.naylor-4@postgrad.manchester.ac.uk

